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botanic garden, TLC. It was a memo-

rable  trip and I learned a ton!  

Now Susan has brought her exper-

tise and love for trees, plants, wild-

life, and people to the North State 

where she is garnering more acco-

lades for her hard work and dili-

gence. Last week Susan went to 

Oakland to receive the Gold Leaf 

Award from the International Socie-

ty of Arboriculture (ISA) for her work 

with Ca Releaf and our tree planting project in Oroville. Susan is 

putting Oroville on the map in 

a big way. Another big deal! 

I am so honored and privileged 

to work beside Sue in this en-

deavor we call Oroville Botanic 

Garden and Education Center. 

I am also glad to call her my 

friend. I know, with Susan’s 

continued leadership, OBGEC 

will become a world class bo-

tanic garden one day.  

Debi Upton 

There is no President’s Message this month. Instead, I would like 

to take this space to tell you a little bit about the person that 

holds that position. Susan Sims and her husband, Gary, came to 

Oroville in 2013. Before that time she lived in Southern California 

where she and  Gary built a thriving tree business: Sims Tree 

Health Care Specilaists, Inc and Sims Tree Learning Center (TLC). 

During her years in SoCal Susan received many accolades for her 

tireless work with and love for  trees, plants, and wildlife.  

Several years ago I had the privilege of joining Susan at the annual 

Landscape Expo in Anaheim; an event for the movers and shakers 

in the landscaping industry. It is a 

pretty big deal.  I experienced, first 

hand, the influence Susan carries 

in her chosen field of tree health. 

She has received many awards 

over the years, many displayed at 

the expo. She taught several clas-

ses during the expo and many 

people sought  her expert advice  

while many folks just wanted to 

visit with their  longtime friend. 

While there we stayed at the Sims 

home in Riverside where I was 

able to enjoy the fruits of the fami-

ly’s   labor in their beautiful  
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KIDS CORNER 

by Peggy Mitchell 

Enjoy! 

For a fun, temporary change to your garden and yard, consider 
setting up a stained glass effect for your unpainted fence. You can 
create geometric patterns using painters’ tape and give your child 
sidewalk chalk to fill in the shapes. The result will be an area as 
small or as large as you’d like that will add color to your garden 
backdrop. 

May General Meeting 

DATE: Monday, May  9, 2022 

TIME: 6 pm 

PLACE: Dunstone Memorial Hall                  

             4790 Foothill Blvd 

             Oroville 

We are going back to evening general 

meetings this month so please note the time 

change! 

We have reached a milestone! We now have 

100 charter Members 
Charter membership is now closed! All new members 

will be Lifetime members with a lifetime cost of $65 

 

Congratulations to all of you that got in at the begin-

ning. And THANK YOU! We would not be where we 

are without you! 
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Garden Tour and Flower Show 

Oh my! Our Garden Tour and Flower Show was a GREAT 

success! Lots of people came out to enjoy the wonderful 

gardens and the exceptional flower show.  

SOME SHOUT OUTS! 

Thank you so much to Lake Oroville Area Garden Club 

for putting on such a spectacular display at Dunstone 

Memorial Hall.  

AND 

Thank you! To all the volunteers that made this such an 

amazing day! Your help is ALWAYS so greatly appreciated 

 

We had 7 local gardens that opened to the public for 

viewing. I was fortunate enough to visit several of them 

before the day ended. They were all beautiful and the 

gardeners were so gracious and warm to their guests! 

We look forward to making this another OBGEC/LOAGC 

annual event! What a great partnership!  
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More garden tour photos (courtesy of members Marina Hynes and Bonnie Villareal) 
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Upcoming events 

May General Meeting 

 DATE: Monday, May 9 

 TIME: 6 pm 

 PLACE: Dunstone Memorial Hall 

  4790 Foothill Blvd 

  Oroville 

Nominations for the following officer postions are open! Please 
send names: President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary 

 

Tree Planting 

We finally have another tree planting scheduled! Yay!! We will be 
planting 18 trees at Sierra Ave Elementary School in Thermalito. 
Seven of the trees will be Crepe Myrtles in red and white—Sierra 
Ave School colors! Going to be spectacular! Come on out and lend 
a hand!  

 DATE: Friday May 13 

 TIME: 9 am til finished 

 PLACE: Sierra Avenue Elementary School 

  400 Grand Ave 

  Oroville 

Beginner Citizen Arborist class 

We have set the next CA class after an extended delay. Hopefully 
we will be able to plan an intermediate class for the next one. 
Please contact Susan Sims for more information.  

obgecsusansims@gmail.com or call  951.453.2651 

DATE: Saturday, May 28 

TIME: 9 am—12:30 pm 

PLACE: Dunstone Memorial Hall 

 4790 Foothill Blvd 

 Oroville 

Upcoming events con’t 

June General Meeting 

Remember! Elections will be held at this meeting. This is an im-

portant time for OBGEC members to participate!  

 DATE: Monday, June 13 

 TIME: 6 pm 

 PLACE: Dunstone Memorial Hall 

  4790 Foothill Blvd, Oroville 

 

Olive Festival 

We will have an informational booth at the Olive Festival again this 

year. Volunteers are needed. If interested contact 

Debi Upton  

obgecdebiupton@gmail.com  

OR 

Susan Sims 

 obgecsusansims@gmail.com 
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Volunteers 

Needed!! 
We need more members to help with our 

events, plantings, and general OBGEC 

business. If you would like to lend a hand 

your help is greatly needed! You don’t have 

to have a green thumb! We can find some-

thing for anyone to do! Please give us a call 

or drop us an email. 

Debi Upton 530-282-3665 

Susan Sims 951-453-2651 

If you would like to see something in particular in 

the OBGEC newsletter please drop me a line! I’m 

always looking for more to add! 

obgecdebiupton@gmail.com 

We are a 501 c3 nonprofit organization 

Tax ID #81-4853232 

 

Our Membership 
just keeps growing! 

101 

Visit Our Garden  
Dunstone Memorial Hall 

4790 Foothill Blvd 

Oroville, Ca 95966 

OBGEC Board Members 

President   Susan Sims   obgecsusansims@gmail.com 

Vice Pres/Treas/Membership Debi Upton    obgecdebiupton@gmail.com 

Secretary/Youth Prgs Coordinator Peggy Mitchell 

Board Member/advertising Nicole Sims 

Board Member   Patricia Barker 

Board Member   Carol Anderson 

 


